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Strict Observance of Warehouse Standards Urged 


A special notice has been issued by Mr. H. S. Yohe, who is 
in charge of the administration of the U. 8. Warehouse Act, to 


licensed inspectors and warehousemen of canned foods with re- 
spect to the enforcement of the standards that have been estab- 
lished by the Department of Agriculture for warehousing pur- 
poses. The letter, which was issued under date of September 
20, is as follows: 

“It is generally understood that there will be a considerable 
reduction in amount of quality raw stock of tomatoes and corn 
available for packing this year. I have just returned from an 
extended field trip in the course of which I visited a number of 
canneries in operation or about to start packing. The quality 
of raw stock that was noticed at some plants was far from what 
it ought to have been to pack quality goods in the usual quantity. 

“With an apparent shortage in quality raw material the 
temptation and tendency on the part of some canners will be to 
stretch the canned quality beyond the breaking points of the 
standard grades of this Department. Because of the tempta- 
tion, we are cautioning both licensed inspectors and licensed 
warehousemen to be on their guard.” We must and will insist 
that the standards for corn and tomatoes be observed. 

“A short crop does not warrant stretching the grades. A 
standard tomato or a standard can of corn is a standard by 
virtue of its quality and not by virtue of the supply of raw qual- 
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ity. The size of the raw crop is not a factor in determining the 
grade of the canned product. 

“To avoid future trouble for both yourself and the canner 
whom you may serve, we want to urge a strict observance of the 
standards established by the Department for warehousing pur- 
noses.” 


Briefs to be Filed in Tomato Tariff Case 


The tomato tariff hearing before the U. S. Tariff Commis- 
sion closed, #s stated in last week's Information Letter, with tes- 
timony presented at the session on Friday, September 21. At 
the conclusion of the testimony, counsel for both sides requested 
permission to file briefs summing up the evidence, and by mutual 
consent November 19 was set as the limit for filing these briefs. 

Representatives of the domestic canning industry, in pre- 
senting their case to the Commission, took as a basis the Com- 
mission's report, which they stated to the Commission is consid- 
ered representative both as to districts and period of time cov- 
ered. All agree that in comparing costs the fancy or solid pack 
of domestic tomatoes should be taken as a basis of comparison 
with the Italian tomatoes. On that basis, figures were presented 
to the Commission indicating that a duty of over 40 per cent is 
justified. 

Continued protection for the domestic tomato paste industry 
was also requested on the ground that in spite of the present 
protection the number of canners enyaged in the packing of to- 
mato paste had decreased in the past few years, apparently due 
to the fact that the business had proved unprofitable. It was 
also pointed out that any decrease in the protection afforded 
against importation of Italian tomato paste would mean de- 
creased demand not only for domestic tomate paste but for 
canned tomatoes as well. 

Dr. Alberto C. Bonaschi, secretary of the Italian Chamber 
of Commerce of New York, who was the first witness for the 
Italian interests, read a letter addressed to the Commission, an- 
swering the various questions submitted in the Commission’s 
preliminary statement. In these answers, they deny that Italian 
tomatoes can be compared with any grade of American canned 
tomatoes or that they compete with the domestic product. They 
claim that the California standard tomatoes with puree are the 
only domestic tomatoes which have been used as a substitute for 
Italian tomatoes. Therefore, they conclude that any compari- 
son between the domestic and Italian tomatoes must be made 
with that grade as a basis. 
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Taking the Commission's figures on packers’ costs in Cali- 
fornia, and the opening prices of the California Packing Corpo- 
ration, they estimate that the California tomatoes have an ad- 
vantage of about 40 per cent differential under the present rate 
of duty. 

In reference to tomato paste, the Italians assert compari- 
son should be made between pastes having a concentration of 
from 20 per cent to 25 per cent, and they claim that the differ- 
ence in selling cost between foreign and domestic paste aver- 
ages about $6 per case. It is claimed that the present protective 
tariff on paste, though considered prohibitive, does not exclude 
the imported article because there is a certain class of consumers 
which demand imported paste because it possesses character- 
istics that are lacking in the domestic product. Any increase 
in the duty on canned tomatoes is, therefore, opposed, and a 50 
per cent reduction in the present duty on tomato paste is re- 
quested. 

Mr. Tosi, a representative of F. Pastene & Co., and Mr. L. 
F. Scaramelli, of Scaramelli & Co., also read statements oppos- 
ing any increase in the duty on canned tomatoes and requesting 
a decrease in the duty on tomato paste, for substantially the 
same reasons as those given in the letter of the Italian Chamber 
of Commerce. Mr. Scaramelli stated that the large Italian can- 
ners would have been glad to throw open their books to repre- 
sentatives of the Tariff Commission in order that they might 
ascertain their costs of production, but no cost figures were sub- 
mitted by any of the Italian representatives. 

Mr. Scaramelli particularly emphasized in his testimony the 
claim that domestic canned tomatoes were not suitable for the 
purposes of Italian cuisine. Throughout the hearing Mr. Tosi 
tried to bring out the point that if domestic packers would put 
up a better quality of product and label their products to show 
the grade contained in the can, they would have no reason to 
fear Italian competition. 

The only one directly connected with an Italian canning 
company who testified at the hearing was Mr. Vitelli, who is an 
officer of the canning company by that name in Italy, but resi- 
dent representative of the company in New York City. He did 
not submit any cost figures to the Commission and the only in- 
formation about costs secured from him was brought out on 
cross-examination. He stated that in 1926 and 1927 the aver- 
age price paid for tomatoes delivered at their factories was $25 
per ton. He also stated that the canning company which he rep- 
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resented figures on a gross profit of 10 per cent in carrying on 
their business. 

Messrs. E. Sozzi, agent for Cella, Inc., and M. Narizzano, 
agent for Cirio and Company, also testified for the importers on 
the question of demand for Italian tomatoes and tomato paste 
among certain classes of consumers. 

In addition to the persons mentioned in last week's report, 
there were present in the interests of the domestic canning in- 
dustry, Dr. D. N. Shoemaker, Bureau of Plant Industry, De- 
partment of Agriculture; Mr. F. C. Gaylord, Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station, Lafayette, Ind., Messrs, DeVault, Goodwin, 
Walker and Hart, Maryland Agricultural College. 


Porto Rico Citrus Fruit Exports to be Greatly Limited 


With the exception of possibly a few mountain oranges, 
there will probably be little or no citrus fruit shipments from 
Porto Rico for the next eight months, the Department of Com- 
merce is advised in a cable from the trade commissioner at San 
Juan. A previous cable stated that citrus fruit growers of the 
San Juan and Bayamon districts of Porto Rico reported citrus 
trees stripped of their fruit, with many trees uprooted. Ex- 
cepting mountain oranges, most Porto Rican fruit for export is 
grown within 25 miles of San Juan. 

There was also received in the Department of Commerce a 
letter from the San Juan office of the Department, written prior 
to the hurricane, stating that the “middle” grapefruit harvest, 
then beginning, was expected to yield a comparatively small 
quantity of grapefruit and that shipments from September Ist 
to November lst would probably be far below shipments for a 
similar period last year. 

While the “middle” grapefruit crop of Porto Rico, starting 
for market in early September, was expected to be small, an ex- 
tremely large grapefruit crop was expected during next January 
and February. Judging from the young fruit, one of the heavi- 
est yields for this period was anticipated—more than enough to 
offset the small “middle” grapefruit crop. While only 107,000 
boxes of grapefruit were shipped to the United States during 
last January and February, it was anticipated that with fair 
prices shipments for the coming January and February (1929) 
would be far in excess of this amount. Not only was the coming 
January-February grapefruit yield expected to be large, but 
there was every indication that the fruit would be of excellent 
shape, size, color, and condition. 
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Official fruit export statistics for Porto Rico are given by 
fiscal years, ending June 30th. Shipments of grapefruit from 
Porto Rico during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1928, amounted 
to 893,000 boxes ; the largest previous shipment consisted of 809,- 
000 boxes in 1926. Shipments of oranges for the same fiscal year 
totaled 546,000 boxes; the largest previous shipments having 
been 733,000 boxes in 1923. In the five-year period 1923 to 1927 
(fiscal years), shipments of grapefruit from Porto Rico ranged 
from 461,000 boxes in 1923 to 809,000 boxes in 1927; while ship- 
ments of oranges ranged from 192,000 boxes in 1924 to 733,000 
boxes in 1923. 

The trade commissioner has also cabled the Department 
that the loss of minor crops will create a more than normal de- 
mand for staple foodstuffs, especially rice, canned meat, and 
smoked and pickled pork. The extent of the consumption of 
these foods is, however, dependent to some extent on outside re- 
lief, as credits are paralyzed. Stocks of food staples are not 
large, as the island depends largely on almost daily cargoes from 
Atlantic and Gulf ports. 


Weather and Crops 


High winds, excessive rains, and flooded lowlands caused 
much damage to late crops in the Atlantic Coast States from 
New Jersey southward to Florida, according to the Weather 
Bureau's report for the week ending September 25, although in 
some sections, principally in and near the mountains, damage 
was relatively light. But little farm work was accomplished in 
this area, except that the latter part of the week was cool, sunny, 
and more favorable for both field operations and improving gen- 
eral conditions. 

There was also some delay to farm work by heavy rains in 
the west Gulf districts, but elsewhere seasonal activities made 
good advance, although fall plowing and seeding were inter- 
rupted in many places by hard soil. Rain is needed over much 
of the interior and northwestern portions of the country, par- 
ticularly in the Pacific Northwest and the western parts of the 
Great Plains States. 

At the close of the week killing frost overspread the central- 
northern portions of the country, and light to heavy deposits oc- 
curred in exposed places as far south as northern Tennessee, 
which did some damage to late truck crops and gardens. The 
harm to staple crops, however, was relatively small, in general, 
because of their advanced state. In the upper Mississippi Val- 
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ley, particularly in lowa, the frost was three weeks earlier than 
last year and about 10 days ahead of the average date of its first 
occurrence, but to the northward and northwestward this year’s 
frost occurred at about the average date. 


Fall Tomato Acreage in California 


The acreage of Fall tomatoes in California, according to the 
California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service, is now esti- 
mated at 19,950 acres as against 20,700 in 1927 and 12,090 in 
1926. 

Business Conditions 


Measured by the volume of check payments, business dur- 
ing the week ended September 22 was greater than in either the 
previous week or the same period of 1927, according to the weekly 
statement of the Department of Commerce. The general index 
of wholesale prices averaged somewhat lower than in the previ- 
ous week, but was about 4 per cent higher than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1927. 

Bond prices, although higher than in the previous week, 
were lower than last year. Stock prices averaged higher than 
in either period. Brokers’ loans were larger than in the preced- 
ing week. Interest rates for both time and call funds averaged 
higher than in either the preceding week or the same period of 
last year. Business failures were more numerous than in either 
the previous week or the same week of last year. 


Freight car loadings for the last available week showed an 
increase over the corresponding period of 1927, and were the 
greatest for any week thus far this year. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Period Total Miscellaneous L.C.L. 
Week ended September 15 ... 1,138,312 460,398 266,713 411,201 
Preceding week 991,042 388,238 230,816 871,988 
Corresponding week, 1927 .... 1,127,643 448,331 268,560 410,762 
Corresponding week, 1926 .... 1,179,269 451,415 269,382 468,462 


Other 


Truck Crop Markets 


Following the recent active shipments of fruits and vege- 
tables, market supplies were quite liberal and an unsettled price 
situation prevailed during the week ended September 22, ac- 
cording to the Market News Service. The total volume of ship- 
ments was not equal to corresponding figures of last season, and 
remained close to 29,300 cars. Grapes led, with slightly over 
7,000 cars, followed by potatoes with 5,500 and apples with 
4,800. No other product exceeded 1,600 cars during the week. 
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A sudden gain in apple shipments nearly offset decreases in 
other lines Compared with late September last season, move- 
ment of upvples and cantaloupes was much heavier, but most 
other producis v re not so active as a year ago. 


Shipments of western apples increased sharply to 2,000 cars, 
compared with 2,800 from eastern States. Most important 
sources in the East were the Virginias, New York, Illinois and 
Missouri. Western movement was nearly twice as heavy as a 
year ago, and eastern shipments show an increase of 50 per cent. 
Exports this season to date are about 50 per cent greater than 
to mid-September, 1927. 


Peach markets were not very active; total shipments for 
the week dropped to 1,400 cars. Movement was decreasing in 
Michigan and Colorado, but had increased to 730 cars from New 
York State. Most of the market supply of pears was coming 
from Western States, though New York furnished 130 of the 
1,470 cars which moved. Shipments showed the usual seasonal 
decrease and were one-fourth lighter than the week before. 


The commercial apple crop of Canada will probably be some- 
what above that of 1927 due to the favorable prospects in Brit- 
ish Columbia, but pear production is expected to fall below that 
of last year, according to reports from the Dominion Department 
of Agriculture. The English apple crop is only medium com- 
pared with a good crop last year. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Total this Total last Total 
- season to seasonto last 
Commodity Sept. 24 season 
Apples, total 
Eastern 
Weatern 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
Cauliflower 
Green peas , 
Mixed deciduous fruits.. 
Mixed vegetables 
Peaches 


Plums and prunes 

Spinach 

String beans 10 ° 5,695 

Tomatoes J 26,845 
(a) Unavailable 


Recommends Dismissal of Rate Complaint 


In a report to the Interstate Commerce Commission, Ex- 
aminer Philip S. Peyser has recommended that the Commission 
dismiss complaints (Docket 20504) filed against the rates on tin 
cans, in carloads, from Chicago, IIl., to certain destinations in 
Minnesota and Iowa. 
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Complainants, corporations operating canneries at various 
points in Minnesota and Iowa, by complaints filed December 30, 
1927, and March 38, 1928, alleged that the rates charged on nu- 
merous carloads of tin cans from Chicago, Ill., to Le Sueur, Blue 
Earth, Fairmont, Winnebago, Bricelyn, Minn., and Lake Mills, 
Iowa, within two years prior to the filing of the complaints, 
were unreasonable, unjustly discriminatory and unduly preju- 
dicial to complainants and unduly preferential to competitors at 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minn., Amery, Barron, Turtle Lake, 
Clear Lake, Cumberland, Centuria, Frederic, Milltown, Iron 
Lake, Poplar, Meringo, and Bayfield, Wis. Reparation was 
sought. 

The examiner recommends that the “Commission should find 
that the rates assailed were not unreasonable or unjustly dis- 
criminatory, but unduly prejudicial to complainants and unduly 
preferential of competitors at the preferred points named. No 
damage has been proved with the certainty required under sec- 
tion 3 of the Interstate Commerce Act, and reparation should be 
denied.” 


Complaint Filed on Florida Citrus Fruit Rates 


A complaint (Docket No. 21349) has been filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission asking the Commission to re- 
quire the establishment of reasonable rates on citrus fruit from 
Florida points to destinations in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
New York, Tennessee, Mississippi, Michigan, Louisiana and 
Arkansas. 


Complaints Filed on Pea and Peach Rates 

A complaint (Docket 21398) filed with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission asks the establishment of reasonable rates 
on 5-peck baskets of green peas from Columbia, N. C., to Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 

There has also been filed with the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission a complaint (Docket 21405) asking the Commission to 
establish reasonable rates on peaches from producing territory 
in Virginia, West Virginia and points in Maryland to destina- 
tions in Official Classification Territory. 


Western Canners to Meet December 4th and 5th 


The Fall meeting of the Western Canners Association, it is 
announced, will be held at the Sherman Hotel in Chicago on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 4 and 5. The sessions will 
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be held in the Louis XVI room. As in previous years, the con- 
vention takes place at the same time as the International Live- 
stock Show in Chicago. 


Wisconsin Canners Set Convention Date 


The Annual Convention of the Wisconsin Canners Associa- 
tion will be held in Milwaukee November 138 to 15. 


Canned Food Exports 


Exports of canned foods in August as reported by the De- 
partment of Commerce show increases, as compared with Au- 
gust, 1927, in evaporated milk, salmon, sardines, peaches and 
pears, and decreases in canned vegetables, meats, condensed 
milk, apricots and pineapples. 

For the eight months ended with August, compared with 
the corresponding period last year, there were larger exports 
of canned vegetables, condensed and evaporated milk, apricots, 
peaches and pineapple, and declines in canned meats, salmon, 
sardines and pears. 


The following table gives the detailed export figures for 
August, 1927 and 1928: 


August, 1927 August, 1928 
Pounds 


1,349,879 

199,274 
Sausage 
Canned vegetables. 10,234,334 
Condensed milk 3,631,7 
Evaporated milk 
Canned fruits, total 


Hawaiian Pineapple Summer Pack Practically Ended 


The midsummer harvest of pineapples has ended, accord- 
ing to a cable received in the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce from the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce. Can- 
neries are continuing to pack one or two days a week as the 
fruit ripens, until the winter pack begins in December. All 
pineapple companies report distribution of their products to be 
the greatest in the history of the industry. 


Malayan Pineapple Exports 
British Malaya exported 6,228 tons of canned pineapple, in 
June, valued at $578,168, of which 5,058 tons, valued at $466,- 
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966 went to the United Kingdom. Exports to the United States 
amounted to 175 tons, valued at $14,407. 


Canned Fruits Consumption Increasing in Australia 


The Australian Department of Markets estimates the quan- 
tity of canned fruit available for consumption in Australia this 
season at about 20,000,000 tins, according to a report of the 
American consulate at Melbourne. This quantity is considered 
heavy in comparison with former consumption figures, but it is 
thought that the substantial reduction in price will promote fur- 
ther consumption. In the last few years consumption of canned 
fruits has increased from one tin per head of population to three 
tins per head per annum. It is estimated therefore, that the 
20,000,000 tins can be disposed of within Australia. 


China Canned Foods Market Slow 


The canned foods market is very unsettled on account of the 
present tariff situation, according to a cable of September 20 
from Trade Commissioner Williams at Shanghai. Dealers are 
inclined to await more definite pronouncements concerning new 
tariff schedules before placing orders. 


Estimated Wisconsin Pea Pack 


The total pack of peas in Wisconsin in 1928, calculated in 
No. 2 tins, was 8,654,100 cases, according to an estimate of the 
Wisconsin Canners Association. The total pack of beans is esti- 
mated at 312,465 cases. The following statement shows the pack 
by varieties and sizes: 


Alaskas Sweets 
Cases 


214,080 


"684,840 
$20,713 


4,702,433 


~ 
PEAS 
25,320 
176,760 
"4,607 
BEANS 
Yellow Green 
Whole Cases Cases 
1,470 4,060 
2,800 9,660 
3,010 10,605 
1,926 3,500 
19,075 
Cut 
5,810 11,410 
26,200 53,236 
12,390 40,706 
34,880 72,730 
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More Fishing With Live Bait 


An indignant husband wrote a canner several weeks ago 
that his wife had found a worm in a can of beans that made 
her very sick. “Please advise what course I shall take,” he 
stated. “I have the can and worm in my office.” 

The complaint was referred to the Association, which im- 
mediately made an investigation. Nothing unusual was de- 
veloped until the woman who was made ill stated that the worm 
was alive when she discovered it. That literally injected more 
pep into the case. 

Briefly, her story was that her husband bought the can of 
beans, brought it home and opened it. She warmed part of the 
beans in a pan, and divided them on her own and her husband's 
plate. She ate some of her portion, and then the little gray 
worm appeared on the scene. Thereupon she became ill. 

Her husband captured the worm, put it in the can, and took 
the can and worm to his office. Later he went to the store where 
he made the purchase, but by that time the worm had given up 
life’s weary struggle, which, if the woman's story is to be be- 
lieved, included survival of the canning process temperature and 
subsequent heating over a kitchen stove. Most any worm would 
consider that sufficient cause to seek the peace eternal. 

The investigation developed another interesting fact. De- 
spite the worm and his wife's illness, the husband not only ate his 
portion of the beans, but on the following morning ate the re- 
mainder of the beans not served for supper the night before. 

The inquiry as to what course he should take seems to have 
been answered by the man himself, for it was found that he told 
the grocery salesman to whom he exhibited the can and worm 
that a relative of his had once found something in a can and that 
the people had given this relative a case of canned foods to keep 
him quiet. 

It is from this class of petty and unfounded complaints, as 
well as from more serious fraudulent claims, that the Associa- 
tion’s service provides protection for the canner. 


British Agricultural Produce Act Now in Effect 


The Agricultural Produce Act, which provides for the grad- 
ing of apples and pears grown in the United Kingdom as well 
as for a national trade-mark or brand, has just gone into effect, 
according to advices from the American trade commissioner at 
London to the U. S. Department of Commerce. The trade-mark 
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consists of a silhouette map of England and Wales, with a rep- 
resentation of the Union Jack in a circle in the middle, and is to 
be used only by growers grading their fruit under the provisions 
of the Produce Act. 

The national grades for British apples and pears will be 
“Extra Fancy,” “Fancy,” and “C” grade. A blue label will be 
used for “Extra Fancy” fruit, red for “Fancy,” and yellow for 
“C” grade. The national trade-mark will be placed in the-cen- 
ter of each label. 

During the first year the application of the national grades 
and labels (or brands) will be confined to British growers whose 
total output exceeds 1,000 bushels of apples and 500 bushels of 
pears a season. It is estimated that this season at least 150,000 
bushels of British fruit (apples and pears) will be graded and 
labeled according to the provisions of the Produce Act. The use 
of the national grades and labels is not obligatory; a penalty is 
provided for violation of the regulations. 

The adoption of the national grades and labels appears to 
be an attempt to make British (home-grown) fruit better able 
to compete with fruit imported from the United States. It is be- 


lieved, however, that this movement should prove helpful to 
United States apples and pears in British markets because of 
the emphasis which proper grading and labeling places upon im- 
proved quality. Heretofore, poorly graded British fruit has had 
the effect of lowering prices in the British markets for fruit in 
general. 


Prospective Truck Crop Acreage 

In South Texas, according to the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, present indications are that the spinach acreage will 
be increased by approximately 12 per cent over last year, and 
fall tomato acreage by about 67 per cent; while, if the intentions 
to plant are carried out, the snap bean acreage will be about 3 
per cent below the 1927 fall acreage. 

In Virginia, it is reported, there will probably be a slight 
increase in the spinach acreage in the Norfolk district as com- 
pared with last fall. The actual plantings will depend somewhat 
on weather conditions. 


